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FOREWORD 


It web suggested that I present a on 

the history of Sheepshead Pay and Manhattan 
Beach* As the accumulation of material grew 
the possibilities of the various kinds of ma¬ 
te* j.al that oould go into such a story became 
apparent. I have ventured therefore to in¬ 
clude the 

“ an accumulation of many items from many 
sources not previously arranged in any conseo- 
utive story 

j.-]-juetratlone - in most oases photostatio re¬ 
productions of illustrations from miscellane¬ 
ous souroes and some original photographs 
£ hotpetatlp. Reproductions of entire pages of 
material if it seemed more effective to pre¬ 
sent them in their original form and language, 
particularly where it seemed improbable that 
the branch would ever acquire the source ma¬ 
terial itself 

J£a£8 - small maps lnoluded with the text, large 
maps in the large Map Portfolio 

If the album feature herein seems to prevail 
it is simply to Indicate the diversity of attrao 
tions of Sheepshead Bay and Manhattan Beach* 
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-f. tics Pt.i o+ed I have tried to recap¬ 
ture and set down Something or t-,e u.vor and 

ploturesqueness of the two resorts. This story 
is descriptive and plctoriel. The colorful and 
sprightly social history of the Bay should he 
written by one of its own people. 

In connection with this work I have had made 
Photostatic reproductions of the missing pages 
of "Views of Picturesque Sheepshead Bay" i ssued 
in December 1909 by the Sheepshead Bay Board of 
Trade and Improvement Association. Twenty-one 
pages of this rare forty-eight page booklet 
had been torn out of the library copy. Through 
the courtesy of I*. David Shane who loaned me 
his complete booklet we now have a copy, half 
original and half facsimile, at the Branch. Ia 
addition I have had photostated maps and ill us - 
• nations that I have come across that were per¬ 
tinent to the place and to the period. Dupli¬ 
cates of these are to be part of the Branch's 
collection. 

purpose la s.leotlne this topi. to 
her. . p.p„ for pr..ea,«i„„ .. F . r£u „ 0 

the Committee and, if it ^ 

• ir it i s considered ac¬ 
ceptable, to have an , . 

-uoj^jr at the 

Branch to answer in part the heretofore 








.unansw--* from the Library’s pa¬ 

tron© for historical materia;, a, nt Sheepshead, 
loiovvn locally and affectionately as "The ~ay , 
The work would seem to be Justified by 

1) A continuous demand on the part of the Li¬ 
brary’s patrons for historic material about 
Sheepthead Bay, a demand in a way unusual be¬ 
cause ror the most part their own roots are 
r.ot in Sheepshead Bay 

2) The lack: of any coordinated history of the 
Bay. I have taken great pains to find out 
whether or not such material had been or was 
being collected. To my knowledge there is no 
such collection 

3/ The fact that the tattered remnants of the 
few illustrations in the Library file should be 
reproduced before they disintegrate. 


Kew York City 

January, 1949 
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j;r V/.Ay OV INTRODUCTION 


The phenomenal rise of Sheepshead Bay 
Manhattan Beach to their erstwhile positions 
as playgrounds and resorts for New York's 
Social Set was, quite simply, the work of 
those Socialites themselves. Alanson Tread¬ 
well and the fine homes on Snmons Avenue; 
I.Qonard Jerome and the Coney Island Jockey 
Club; Harry Harkness and the Sheepshead Bay 
Speedway; Austin Corbin and the Manhattan 
Beach Company; millionaires themselves and 
the friends of millionaires, they made for 
themselves and for others a resort of fame 
and of charm* 

Crime, unsocial practices and local poli¬ 
tical skullduggery flourished at the same 
time, but that makes another story. 

Sheepshead Bay and Manhattan Beach rose 
to fame on the Race Track, the magnificent 
beaches, the fine hotels and a pleasant and 
healthful seaside resort life. And they re¬ 
mained famous for almost thirty years for 
Just those reasons. 

When the last race had been run in 1910 

(vi) 
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„ V.-. .; • • • - sV.st/^;; - . r •- , 

lil - departed. The automobile 

made huge and luxurious ao lUi . -u.-.-cssakry. 

the five cent fare brought hordes of many na¬ 
tionalities, and another era began for Sheeps 
head Bay and its neighbor Jianhatpan Beaoh. 
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United States Coast Survey, New Yor* L t 
anA Har-bor, 1645 , showing PelTcan - Beach' ~ 
out off rrom Coney Island by Plumb Inlet 

•> United States Army, Sheershead Bay, 1878, 
This survey preliminary"io the improvement 
of Sheepshead Bay shows Pelican Beach as 
part of Coney Island, the Karine Railway 
connecting the Manhattan Beach Hotels and 
Point freeze, end the exceedingly narrow 
inlet to Sheepshead Bay 

United States Army, Sheepshe ad Bay, Lonr 
a hd. 1 o81 , Kodifi cation of the previous 
P-L&n, this one to provide for the excava¬ 
tion of a channel 100 feet wide and 6 feet 
deep to connect the Bay with Bead Horse 
inlet, including the excavation of an en¬ 
trance channel 

United States Army. Chart of Shee pshead 
|gy. i . ^prll 1864 , showing the condition of 
the improvement completed in December 1833 

United States Army. Improvement o f Sheens- 
h ead B ay Long Island, R.Y. from Survev 
made In TSrch, 1669 --— ^ 

United States Department of the Interior, 
Geological Survey. Brooklyn quadrangle : 
edition o. 1900 reprinted 1938 with p&r- 
tlal revision of shore line,1924. Man¬ 
hattan Beach is here shown with the east¬ 
ern end removed 

Jar Department, Corps of Engineers, United 
States Army. Coney Island Quadr ant! f». 1943. 

iu 6par f d ^aerial photographsshow- 
ing Sheepshead Bay and Manhattan Beach as 
they are today, Plumb Island now attached 
to the mainland, and the location of the 
Belt Parkway 

United States Coast and Geodetic Survey. 
Jamaica Bay and Ro ckaway Inlet . 1948. Large 
scale nautloal chart. 6 
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Meetings of the Governors of the 
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by Colonel Black, 1910 
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of Stiles. History of 
Kings County, vol.l) 


between 15-16 . 

between 15-16 
between 35-36 








Acknowledgments ii 

Foreword ' • • ill 

• Introduction . vi 

List of Haps in Large Portfolio viii 

Haps Included With Text lx 

Photostatic Reproductions of Texts x 

SHEEP SKSAI) BAY 

Historical Background i 

Location. Roads. Transportation 4 

Real Estate Boom of 1877 g, 

Horse Racing at Sheepshead Bay 9 

Restaurants 13 

Hotels 1 5 

The Bay i6 

Fishing at Sheepshead Bay 19- 

Commercial vs. Sport Fishing 22 

Boating at Sheepshead Bay 23 

From Fishing Village to Yacht Basin 25 

Plumb Island gg 

Civic Improvements 29 

Belt Parkway 31 

Outstanding Bates in Bay f e Growth 33 

<xi) 




&> ITEAT'nN BEACH 


Early Story 
Manhattan Beach Hotels 
A I)a ^ &t Manhattan Beach 
Hotels into Homes' 

U * 3 - COaSt 01161,4 ^ toritiffle Stations 


v 36 
38 
40 
43 
45 


SHEEP SHEAD BAY LIBRAEY 

Historical Background 
The library and the Community 
Spaoial Interests of the Community 
Table Showing library Growth 

Baeed U on^tbi e S p°£^library Growth, 


Not06 ani References 
Bibliography 


48 

49 
52 

54 

55 

56 

60 


(xii) 














r~~* 


From V/eld's Our Brooklyn, 


p .15 








Hi 




!K!CrROtTTO 


its farmers and' to^itsfisher* Ba y belonged to 
16th century history is"the h?!?’ Its 17tk arid 
end, cf which it WS I apart. 7 ot Gra ves- 

That history ha^ hA«»n _ 
told, most recently by the° 3 ?o adea -Uately 
its series of pamphlet Ea^rle in 

h«« 1 5int y ^ toh fa ^h°use 

been pictured and loc'tedVllu ® oture has 

historians and by y a "d •- , , tke £i2°WvnSas’l e 

2ii tgh Houses of L nn d r : • J1Illard ^S~lfe~5Ig-- 

This ie primarily +w r . „ + 

lt y flrat h V,as 5cr -°™ as ‘a greft seal'd Shee P sh ead 
°ane to be kno-™ ? seaside resort — 

1876—and of the Sheepshead^B^cf 

^ Ux OYiTi times. 

tied by English colonist* **w se?? 

th° assoclat es'fourd 6 fr' £. ady De t°rah 

+ h'/ fc ’u^ ous freedom for + - a ^utch colony 

tbelr homes in England! , wMch they hed left ony 

found under the $ h - h ® y had not 

Vie?? 69 ?* Patent «r«n“d <n Tha 

fir f f Kew Ara sterda« war ‘,1? 45 by G °vernor 
town charter ever i q i 6, Xt was the 

to a w^i *? * as the or.i; charted part of 
< a wom an in color-'al •! . ter ever rrarted 

inoredible amount of &nd dt ™ 

eV? t r' ,lx settlers ■ ’ la ? 6 J° this hand 

csn in the £n g u sh .; *-c Patent itself ~ 

the Kin^^h the ^min^^ator^/ 3 ^ 81 ' th ^ 

for « 'r county Hall 0 f Recoup ’ i® now in 
ffiven i‘5‘+u Vernment and ^reed — xh f powere 
•» , t . foUo , lns 

« ’““SoSScl =™er«U 

confirms uato « w S l Te Srant & 
ah Woody, Sr H?r®v 'Tf £ &iy B ehor- 
fisign George 3ax*tir",i Earr °nett, 

James Hubbard « 9 7 Sergeant 

° r P 1 cel of land? fctusn qUantitle 

* *° i») 5 .“ wJSii* • 
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aa tuc;r o*. 2 ... - e land of Inher¬ 
itance ... full power o* _.*.«. h.ritie 
uppon the said land to build a 
town© or townes with such neces- 
sarie fortifications as to them 
shall -seem expedient & to have 
and lnjoye the free libertie of 
conscience according to the coq- 
tome and manner of Holland, with¬ 
out molestation or disturbance 
from any ttadgistrate or ?/adgis- 
tretes or any other Ecclesias¬ 
tic- minister that may p’tend 
Jurisdiction over them, with 
libertie .likewise. . .to erect a 
bodye pollitiqua and ciuill com¬ 
bination amongst themselves... 
ar.d to make such civill ordinan¬ 
ces as the malor part of ye In¬ 
habitants ffree of the Towns 
shall think fitting...4 to nom¬ 
inate elect and choose three of 
ye Ablest approued honest men... 
rull power of authoritie to E- 
lect & nominate a certaine of¬ 
ficer amongst themselves to ex¬ 
ecute the place of a Scoute_(i) 

oomprised 7,000 acres of land of 
• v h J°+V 3, v 0 ^ acres were farmland, 500 woodland 
^ n a an06 u 8alt meadows and a ridge of 
ea^hi, s near the seashore. Ten acres we-e 
ou ^ and surrounded by oalisades for 
teotion from the Indians. (I) 8 f ° r pr °‘ 

eni^unti 1 °1659 W& lr the f lidin5 spirlt of G 'av es . 
Ttc - 1 '—» v\.ien she diea or moved a wav 

Its importance diminished with her passing 
Th# Baxters, Hubbards and Stillwells inter 

wa e r soon W lost! he the ‘"train 




Notwithstanding all the advantages 

£5„?+ snlfic ® nt soil > a settled com- 
aunity, perfect freedom of conscience 
and proximity to Kew York, the oro- 
IT!® 8 ° f Cra vesend was slow. In 
ivIb k S Potation was only 210, by 

tI 3 Lft h ne t °Jf 1 v n «n ber had ^creased 
to 368 of whioh 50 were negroes. 










OUTSTANDING- DATES IK THE EAY T S GROWTH 


1877 John Emmer*s farm sold for building lots 

1880 Sheepshead Day Race Traci" completed 

1902 Bv this time most of the fine homes had 
been built. The Bay was a region of detached 
houses and beautifully kept lawns and gardens 

1910 The Race Track was abandoned. This was 
followed by a slump in realty values 

1915 Harry Harkness and associates built the 
$3,500,000 Speedway, the fastest automobile 
track in the world at that time 

1916 Clusters of bungalows began crowding the 
fine homes of Millionaires 1 Row 

1920 New streets were opened to the north, 
many private, courts and hundred of new bun¬ 
galow homes were built 

1923- The acquisition, sale and development of 
1924 the Sheeoshead Bay-EarVness Estate, for¬ 
merly the Race Track, was accomplished by a syn¬ 
dicate formed by Joseph ?. Day and others._ Hour 
thousand building lots were auctioned off m six 
dfvs and at the conclusion of the sale n was 
announced that the syndicate had cleared about 
3^ 500 COO of which $1,000,000 represented pro¬ 
fits. * The site of the Race Track is now occu- 
• pied by hundreds of houses. The fine houses 
occupied during the spring and summer months 
by racehorse owners, actors, bookmakers and 
others interested in racing were swept away. 
Apartment houses and business blocks now stand 
where hotels and mansions stood 14J; 

1929 The financial crash slowed up building 

193/1 The VvPA started its work which so com- 

pletely changed the aspect and the atmosphere of 

the Bay 

1941 Completion of the Belt Parkway linx 
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Construction beeun ’ey the^City Housing 
Authority of the Sheepshead Bay Houses, a l y 
li-ii ted-sub sidy project to proyiac one 
fifty-six apartments on a twon^y-uhnee ^ 

tenths acre site hounded by -venue /, ua.onelacr 
Street Avenue X ana Kostrand -venue, ^dso »i.e 
Fostrand Houses, a City housinc-without-cash- 
subsidy uroject, located on a twenty-tin ee and 
eight-tenths acre site_ 'bounded, by -venue V, 

Bra 0,0 ' Street, Avenue X and Batcnelder Soree . 
Both projeots are on the site of the Sheepshead 
Bay Race Trade. (50) 
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^ Coasted 294 whites 
loj. jiwgT 0 6i; j .v h 4 *»torv of 
Gravesend from the y,..-, - 

irigton s visj. t (October 20, iv*V' 

I L !» iyssf«« 

annai a*i 
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.,.!°.L tl Lgr s "?“'rds„*j ° r >■»- 

« 695 in 1835 Ld to 810 S'leto! (S) 1 "*** 1 ”® 

•mo’s if tffiss sj?n, 2 :r °r 

1698. * eQ neater S ew Yor3c in 
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HOAPS. TRAIv SPGRT ATI OK 
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In the southeast part of u?., v-, . 
head Bay, originally known ae “The Cove' 1 ;?t PS " 
It Is hounded on the nor*h w ttlZ °X ‘ •* - ■ 

south by the Bay, on the “east By G»rritse? 
Island Avenue, 0n ° he west *y Coney 

a.h the 1700* s a^d eerl v lanm ot 
Bay was a email hamlet s Shee Pshead 

n isn't entirely -or,derstarflphf rn5 y *5 d far ^rs. 
for eo long avoided becoming how Sheepshe&d 
and duck hunters and -ri lnt3 a reaor ‘ fc * Snipe 

reason and considered tp L l8ited U ^ 
i«a. in the southwest^part^o^OravB C ? ac ? Is ' 

been a resort since the 184C'l Send ’ had 

c»4i-“ £ . 3 “fvf;r?4SSi a -' 0 ^ »• *«» 

by issuing thre* hurd.J P ' c ' collected funds 

ana built the Coney XsiLfc^tc &t $ "° 6 sh& ‘ e 
fis the Shell Hoafl/and a hot*? f ??’, also >7nown 
Island House T n a “ cte ~ called the Coney 

the interests and bSlt^fs V* 1 ™* ao <^ed 
the Shell Road. The Conev T1 ea ? rallroad along 
pened in 1850, The rlerVo lwld ?lanX- Road o- 
ye road was turnpiked Tif ren,0Ved in I860, 
beean operation. It la of horse cars 

^ed to the shoi’e, and is c ° pr * ncipal 
hue of today. Oce/Aklv the °°ney Island Ave- 
and completed in 188o r W&s be ^ ur ' ir ‘ 1874 

fla«t drive in America Ool 3 C ? nslderad the 

plsted in 1876 t + <•,.+ " ® cean Avenue was co h ’- 
to the Bay and t. 1 ^^ 6 ? 48 t rom Respect ?a^ 
ta re. [ef Sheepshead’s main thorough! 

tion U ae P weli e a| ffiovSd 

I860 transportation*was by g+a : Fro \ 1S30 to 

Borse car o^ the ^ sta^e coach. The 

expensive. The Srooklvr &r T’? e ^° d was slow End 
Island Railroad « ’ F i? rtush and Coney 

the first train left in 1878 when 

toil Beach. This line, ^lectf ifierf U V° r Bri Ch- 
when that + ectr fxied, became the 

ual amalgamation^? all 1 8urjSc» rt °* 3C , the srRi ~ 

111168 ia Br ^* *S BR U fh a : o e am a fthe e B V ST ted 
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K * n ** *** extended ttoroRs the Manhattan 
£im o.t,w ' <■ .r- ’f et New York and Brooklyn with 
a single Line »- iu " v t •’.ent fa"-©. In 1877 

the New York and Manhattan I_ of 

the Long Island System was laid out oy.VsMn 
Corbin and hie associates to provide Quick ’ 
pleasant transportation to their resort hote 
on Manhattan Beach. Its route extended K?h 
woodland stretches and well-cultivated farm¬ 
lands from long Island City, through BrooUyr. 
and across oountry to Manhattan. Beach The 
open oars with seats facing forward had 


Tided a pleasant and 


pro¬ 


ceeded to run in Yav 


V?o$ ic ? rip - Tne Une 

open trolley cars, operated by'the Snith 1 Street 
and Frankl1n Av enue Lines ru nrinv Street 

island Avenue and through ’ Gra^^ndr ^arW^ 
var.led crowds to Coney Island and finally^ 

brought Sheepshead Bay to the notM ”2*1? 
si do world, (8) v not.ee of the out 












Robinson. Elisha* Atlas of Kina's 
County. Kevv York, I8"&~6V !kew Yorlc 

XT^Hod Ino^on.rS^’O . 
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REAL ESTATE LOOM OF 1877 


Improved roads and transportation and the 
proximity to Coney Island were necessary factors 
in the development of the Bay. But the spark 
that started the "boom—and Boom it was—seems 
to have Been the sale of the farm of John Ernmer 
By his widow in 1877. The farm of sixty acres 
was surveyed, divided and sold at puBlic auc¬ 
tion. The following year the farm of Daniel S. 
Stillwell just north of John Ernmer’s farm was 
sold in the same way. Building was immediately 
Begun upon the lots. (9) Once discovered its 

population Began to grow with amazing 
rapidity and new streets were steadily 
opened in reality or on paper. Old 
farms were abandoned to the Builders. 
and Sheepshead Bay, which once might 
have Been called Gravesend 1 s suburb, 
Became in reality the center of its 
life. The closer and more accessible 
an old farm was to the water front 
the more quickly was it staked out, 
its old glory wrecked, and its an¬ 
cient history wiped out. The new 
settlers who poured in did not under¬ 
stand the old days, the old methods. (10) 

One seaside hotel after another opened up. 
Whereas Ross resented the intrusion of out¬ 
siders and the exploitation of the Bay, 

Stiles, writing in a more equable tone in 
2334 -«-a mere seven years after the sale of the 
Emmer farm commented; 

The village is connected with Manhattan 
Beach By footbridge; and it contains a 
church, post-office, four stores, a meat 
market, and also many hotels and excel¬ 
lent Boarding houses where the finest 
fresh fish, clams, oysters and every 
desirable kind of sea-food can Be had 
in abundance. (11) 

Lincoln Beach, lying to the east of the vil¬ 
lage and along the shore of the Bay was consid¬ 
ered the finest and most fashionable part of 
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Sheepshead. At one time the low marshy grouhd 
would not-have drought $100 an acre. But in 
1877 Alanson Treadwell who had frequently vis¬ 
ited the Bay for fishing and Boating purchased 
two lots for $350 apiece. The location was 
perfect But the low ground had to Be filled in 
Before it could Be Built upon. 

Never Before had man dared to dis¬ 
pute with the ocean tides the ques¬ 
tion of title to this property. 

Hence there was many a shalee of the 
head and shrug of the shoulders a- 
mong the neighbors when they saw 
this rash .and expensive work under¬ 
taken. It was however accomplished 
in due time in spite of every ob¬ 
stacle and a neat and very pleasant 
cottage erected upon one of the 
lots in the spring of 1878. 

This was the Beginning of a development 
which grew Beyond all' expectation. Other 
lots were Bought By wealthy men and fine homes 
built. In 1884 there were "lining the shore 
front, ten or twelve Beautiful cottages cost¬ 
ing from five to seven thousand dollars". Mr. 
Treadwell sold one of his two lots to his 
partner Mr. Stote for the purchase price of 
$350. Four years later Mr. Stote sold it, 
unimproved, for over $6,000. In 1880-1881 
James B. and Robert Voorhies divided their 
farms into Building lots, Built houses and 
leased them. (12) 

The Treadwell, Treadwell-Stote and Voorhies 
properties referred to By Stiles are readily 
located on the Gravesend map from Robinson’s 
Atlas of Kings County, 1890 . Mr. Treadwell’s 
home was Toca'ted on his land lying south of 
Emmons Avenue at the foot of Nostrand Avenue. 

The Treadwell-Stote plots are east of Ocean 
Avenue and south of Jerome Avenue. The James 
B, Voorhies farm is Between East 23rd and 25th 
Streets south of Jerome Avenue; and the Robert 
Voorhies farm is Between Ocean Avenue and East 
18th Street between Jerome and Voorhies Ave¬ 
nues. 

Lincoln Beach seems to have lost its identity 



as such; hut the row of fine homes along the 
Bay from East 27th Street to the east was to 
he known from then until now as Millionaires 1 
Row, since none hut millionaires could afford 
the homes or the magnificent yachts moored in 
the Bay in front of them. 

The Varuna Boat Club has used one of the 
mansions, the former Froeb home, since its 
own club house was torn down to allow for the 
widening of Emmons Avenue in 1934-1936= Three 
others of the fine houses still stand to the 
east of the Boat Cluh 0 

The building housing the Library is on the 
northwest corner of the former Robert Voorhies 
farm. 
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HORSE RACING AT SHEEP SKEAD BAY 


Hempstead Plain was the home of horse racing 
on Long Island from the moment the English had 
horses to run. A regular course was established 
in 1665 for "encouraging the bettering of the 
breed of horses which, through great neglect, 
had been impaired". The course was changed 
more than once, but racing has continued on 
that part of Long Island until today. 

Racing began in Brooklyn with the Prospect 
Parle Fair Grounds Association in 1868. It was 
not a success and another effort was made at 
parkville with the same result. 

Coney Island had become a resort for all 
classes of New Yorkers. Leonard V/. Jerome 
reasoned that a course in the neighborhood of 
Coney Island would be a profitable venture, and 
with William K. Vanderbilt furnishing most of 
the capital the Coney Island Jockey Club was 
incorporated in 1879 under the law of 1854, an 
act to "encourage the breeding of horses". • 

The founders and governors of the Club were 
K.C.Babcock, J.H.Bradford, A.J.Cassatt, C.Fel- 
lowes, John G.Heckscher, James R.ICeene, August 
Belmont Jr., General Daniel Lutterfield, Robert 
Center, Frank G.Griswold, Leonard V/.Jerome, 

James G.K.Lawrence, Pierre Lorrilard Jr., 

James V.Parker, A.B.Purdy, A. 1 //.Sanford, F.A. 
Schermerhorn, Richard Peters, George Peabody 
y/etmore, Skipworth Gordon, Christopher R. Rob- 
bert, Henry Alexander, 7/illiam R.Travers and 
William K.Vanderbilt. (15) 

The track planned so carefully and laid out 
so beautifully was indeed a success. The Club 
bought about one hundred and twenty acres of 
land in the section of Sheepshead Bay known 
locally as Neck Woods at a cost of 3155,000. 

At a great expense all the trees 
not needed for shade or ornament 
were taken out by the roots, and 
the grounds were graded, seeded 
and .otherwise beautified. A grand 
stand,-was built with solid brick 
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foundation, upon which rests a 
well-proportioned and highly or¬ 
nate edifice. It has been hand¬ 
somely painted and, with a slop¬ 
ing grassy lawn in front, presents 
altogether an attractive appear¬ 
ance'. (14) 

The Course opened on June 19, 1880 with a 
six day meeting. Among the sweepstakes were 
the Tidal, Foam, Coney Island Handicap, Surf, 
Mermaid and the .Coney Island Derby. "V/hitneys 
and Vanderbilts drove down in tallyhos that 
mingled with the tandems and barouches and 
phaetons of Harry IC. Thaw, V/illiam A. Brady, 
Grace George, Fanny V/ard, Kora Bayes, Edward 
Gold, Clarence llackay, 1'aurice Barrymore and 
his theatrical discovery I'arie Dressier." (15) 

Spring and fall meetings were held. The 
Spring Meeting opened around the middle of 
June and closed on the Fourth of July. The 
Autumn Meeting ran from the last of August to 
the middle of September. The Suburban Handi¬ 
cap inaugurated-in 1834 was the most famous 
of the Sheepshead races and always opened the 
Spring Meeting. It was a mile-and-a-quarter 
handicap for three year olds and overf It 
closed in January of each year and became the 
great medium of ante-post betting. The Spring 
Meeting closed with the Lawrence Realization, 
first run in 1889. The most famous race of 
the Autumn Meeting was the Futurity, opened in 
1886 to be run in 1888. The entries were nomi¬ 
nated before they were born through their dams, 
and raced before they were two years old on a 
three-quarter mile track. (16) 

J . G.K.Lawrence succeeded la r. Jerome as Pres¬ 
ident of the Club. After his death in 1895 Law¬ 
rence Kip., was elected. Mr. Kip T s death brought 
V/.K.Vanderbilt into the Presidency in 1900. 

The Sheepshead Bay Track was the most beau¬ 
tiful and best laid out track in the world, and 
set the pattern for other fine tracks to come. 
The beautiful and extensive grounds were open 
to the public except during the racing season. 
Y/hen the course was remodeled in 1884 it was 
made a mile and a furlong long, and was the 
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first course in America more than a mile in 
length. A turf course was added, in 1886 and 
the grounds made even more beautiful. 

Racing was done in high style at the Sheeps- 
head Bay Track. William C.V/hitney, Secretary 
of the Navy in the first Cleveland administration, 
had "become the foremost figure on the American 
turf. He was the owner of the largest stable 
and of many famous race horses, In 1899 he 
brought over from England Jockey Tod Sloan for 
a single race—the Futurity—under a retaining 
fee of $5,COO win or lose. Whitney’s horse, 
Ballyhoo Bey, beat the horses of James R. and 
Foxhall P.Keene—Olympian, Tommy Atkins and 
Cap and Belles. The next year Yankee, in whom 
he had a controlling interest, won the Futurity. 
Encouraged by his success he gradually acquired 
one of the strongest stables that ever raced 
under one man’s name. He owned a training track 
and racing establishment at Sheepshead Bay where 
he refitted a colonial house on Gerritsen Creek 
for a racing season home. (17) 

• Sheepshead was then the most fashionable re¬ 
sort of the kind in the vicinity of New York, 
Thousands of people came by railroad and carriage 
every day of the*races, and it was said that as 
much as 330,000 was taken in a single day as 
gate money alone. The racing craze affected not 
only fashionable society but the general public 
as well. Crowds at the track increased each 
year. "Some 35,000 watched August Belmont’s Eel- 
dame win the 1905 Suburban. Hore than 40,000 
cheered Billy Lakeland’s Electioneer to victory 
in the 1906 Futurity. During the next season 
there were days when as many as three hundred 
bookmakers were so swamped by bettors that a 
sort of football scrimmage developed in the bet¬ 
ting ring.” (18) 

John Y.YcKane, Supervisor of Gravesend until 
1S94, had believed that betting was the life¬ 
blood of the sport and had permitted bookmaking 
and pools at the Track. This eventually was its 
undoing. Crookedness and disorderliness in¬ 
creased and public indignation demanded repres¬ 
sive legislation. The track was abandoned in 
1910 when such legislation was passed during the 
Governorship of Charley Evans Hughes. (19) 
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RESTAURANTS 


Most famous and n>ost enduring of Sheepshead's 
restaurants is Tappan T s Plot el. Founded in 1845 
by Jeremiah Tappan and his wife Emma as an eat¬ 
ing establishment only, it has been celebrated 
ever since. In 1897 George Tappan leased it 
for several years to James Villepigue. Mrs. 

Emma Tappan Stephens managed the restaurant 
from 1916 to 1934 when it was turned over to 
lessees. It escaped the general destruction 
of landmarks at that time and reopened in Play 
1938. A modern kitchen and refrigeration was 
installed but the exterior was not altered. Old 
timers coming back then would have found their 
favorite dishes—shore dinners and chicken a la 
Maryland. On March 18, 1948, the restaurant 
was sold to Frederick Lundy. Its quaint Dutch 
farmhouse architecture is the same today as it 
was in the closing years of the 19th century 
when it was patronised by Lily Langtry, Diamond 
Jim Brady, Lillian Russell and other celebrities. 

Villepigue’s Restaurant was opened March 25, 
1886 by James Villepigue for the patronage of 
the racing crowd. It was one of the first res¬ 
taurants in Brooklyn to serve fine French cook¬ 
ing and it is credited with being the home of 
the shore dinner. Tradition says that Diamond 
Jim Brady asked Mr. Villepigue to serve a din¬ 
ner which would include all the foods he liked 
best. The result was the shore dinner—a tre¬ 
mendous amount of food to satisfy Brady 1 s stu¬ 
pendous appetite. The attractive house and 
pleasant dining porch have been completely dis¬ 
guised and the restaurant with a different 
front and new owners is known as Sanford’s. (20) 

Other famous restaurants- were the Sheepshead 
Bay Inn, Osborn’s, Scheirr’s, Seidels, the old 
Lundy’s and the Beau Rivage. 

Prohibition and the ban on betting forced 
the closing of eating places which had been fa¬ 
mous for decades during the heyday of the track. 
Some did survive the Prohibition era and began 
a new lease on life when it was at last repealed. 
The drastic changes made along the Bay by the 
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V/PA caused some to move and others to go out 
of business. At this time Lundy’s moved from 
its perch over the Bay to its present build- 
ins on the corner of Ocean and Emmons Avenues. 

when the Belt Parkway was built it was 
feared that automobiles passing through Sheeps- 
head Bay on the parkway would not be diverted 
to the restaurants. The war brought thousands 
of personnel to the Training Stations and long 
lines of people waiting to get into the eating 
places. So long as Sheepshead remains the re¬ 
sort and fishing area it still is, the res¬ 
taurants should be well patronized. 

The distinctive feature of Axel’s Restaurant 
at 2115 Bmmons Avenue is the ship-to-shore ra¬ 
dio installed in 1940. Reports are obtained 
from fishihg boats at sea, reports on fishing 
conditions which are quickly relayed to all con¬ 
cerned. 














HOTELS 


Some few of the restaurants have persisted 
until today, hut none of the hotels which were 
so famous in their time. On the 1890 map of 
Shecrshead they are shown in profusion* 

Starting at the "EL" station on Sheepshead Bay 
Road we find Schuessler’s Adelphia Hotel, the 
Belmont Inn and Soeller’s Eureka. Coming 
down Sheeoshead Bay Road toward the Bay we can 
locate the Island View, Oriental House, Man¬ 
hattan Villa, the United States Hotel and the 
Hotel Jerome, the latter located on the north¬ 
east corner of Sheepshead Bay Road and Emmons 
Avenue and directly across the road from the 
Bay- View Hotel. Along Emmons Avenue, going east, 
were the Atlantic Hotel, Osborn House, Oriental 
pavilion and the Sheepshead Bay Hotel, to name 
but a few of them. 

Schuessler T s Adelphia has been converted 
into shops; the Belmont Inn has a row of stores 
on its ground floor; a six-story apartment 
house occupies the site of the former Bay View 
Hotel; the upper half of the Osborn House — 
famous for its 3.50 dinners and unexcelled sea¬ 
food—is still visible above the row of stores 
on the ground floor. The Hotel Jerome and the 
Nelly Bly were destroyed by fire. 

In 1892 Nelly Bly, journalist and traveler, 
undertook to circle the globe in less time 
than it took Phineas Fogg in Jules Verne’s 
Around the V/ or Id i n Eighty Bays . Backed by 
George "Turner theTpublisher of the World , 
she accomplished her feat and had time on the 
way to visit Verne at his home in Amiens. Miss 
Bly took the profits from her articles and lec¬ 
tures and bought the property at 3164 Emmons 
Avenue. She rebuilt a hotel which had just 
been destroyed by fire and called it the Nelly 
Bly Hotel. Y/hen bungalow colonies replaced the 
expensive homes of Millionaires 1 Row the hotel 
failed. Miss Bly sold it in the early 1900 T s. 
The building was used after that by a canoe 
club until it was destroyed by fire in the early 
1930’s. (21) 





















Schuesp.ler 1 a Ad el phi a Hotel, 1924 

(Armbrufiter Collection, courtesy of 
^npianchnrrmrb Pllhl 1 C Lihrarv) 

















Originally the inlet to the Bay had been 
through Bead Horse Inlet. The entrance was 
narrow and tortuous and easily shoaled, and 
Canarsie north and east of Sheepshead Bay had 
■become the port of the fishing fleet. 

The channel was imoroved by the United 
States Government in 1879 and modified in 1882 
and in 1889. The work completed in December 
1889 was reported in 1892 as having maintained 
itself in a very satisfactory. Still a narrow, 
shallow and indirect approach, it was anything 
but satisfactory to the people of Sheepshead. 

In a heavy storm in 1898. the ocean broke 
through Manhattan Beach opposite the mouth of 
Fog Creek, obliterating the improved government 
channel (so-called) and making a new entrance 
to the Bay. To protect the new easterly end of 
Manhattan Eeach from being further eaten away 
by the ocean the Manhattan Beach Company bul¬ 
warked it with pile dykes and revetments, and 
the new entrance to the Bay seemed permanent. 

But nothing was permanent in this area of con¬ 
stantly shifting sands, and in 1906 a sand bar 
still blocked the entrance to the Bay. (22) 

In July 1908 the Sheepshead Bay Board of 
Trade asked for public contributions to pro¬ 
vide funds for dredging and opening the channel. 
The contributions of themselves were not enough, 
and an excursion with moonlight sail and giant 
clambake was arranged to make up the_deficit._ 
Every owner of a boat in Sheepshead Bay contrib¬ 
uted the use of his boat. About ninety motor 
boats, yachts, sailboats and ferry ooaus were 
ulaced at the disposal of the Board of Trade. 

The boats were decorated with xlags, each boat, 
provided music and the cost per person was $1.00 
The proceeds of the clambake plus the previous 
contributions financed the necessary dredging 
.operation. (23) 

But in January 1912 it was noted that the 
channel was barely twenty feet wide and at, low 
tide not more than three or .four feet deep. 
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country made use of its safe and attractive har¬ 
bor . (2:5) 

During the 1916 season there were more than 
six hundred motor "boats in the Bay, about four 
hundred rowing and sail boats, more than thirty 
ferry boats and one hundred l.^rge fishing and 
pleasure boats. Fourteen thousand persons were 
carried in one day on the ferry lines to and 
from points along the Long Island and Jersey 
shores. (26) 

Sheepshead Bay had justified both itself and 
the Army Engineers who hadreported it "worthy 
•of improvement". 
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er. ',‘V :u i ''‘ > ' a older t<> proct.ro tlio necessary Uniterm! for- 

, , b •' pjopti’-y iwng immediately in the x.uthwurd and iu so 
ui-iiiy hum- lost a jg>o.! depth of w at or over t!io ''router portion uf the 
hay, excepting (i suij, along tin* north short*, ami one smoii shoal 
near 1 lie center. 
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riu'W arc v. number oi privnte'y owned wharve- in rihcopshcad Buy 
\>‘HTi to tUu public at a uniform wharfage rule of $10 per month from 
June to Ootoiut*. but free for nil other months to such vessels ns have 
suO'i for the summer season. 

Of private wharves not open to the public there arc, of all kinds, 
about Jvvo ho/eu east of the toot bridge at Ocean avenue, and one half 

J l si the \ve-l V, itfil. 

h. '!’: •• commerce which Would receive the greatest immediate 
bruGil from tin* improvement of Siieepsbead Buy and inlet, is that 
ni *>i h ! v.-ijtHh an area of about *> square inilcs abutting on, 
an-1 !yiu!.' i'jas-vut to f 1»«* buy. inch'.led within winch area are the 
I-;, .. ,ui\ reports of wo . v Island, and Brighton and Manhattan 
hrnch.'s oifludu!^ the unproved proper! es ,>f tho Manhattan.Bench 
C'iMe-. em! I in’ mruier villages . .1 Sbecpshead Buy and Gravesend. 
'I he c*tun:,,c i (ii'i'iiinnint popuhit mu <<f tin*- ili-^tri<*t is probably 
ab-ait I hiring the recreation *ea*on. visitors to the various 

|'l< a are tv-on* at time* .uumim t-* probnhh -100.000. The actual 
i"»|»ubni- *n v- 'iibin a radius of o miles is estimated at loO.OOO. 

j* e-tijm:{«si that about; 3,000 houses were built within this 
liiofn t during rim •eason ,.f ipou. materials for winch had to be. 
irnrK •«! irojii uaiej iciumiab live miles distant or el.so received over 
i*. i'idln ,td urn long charge* mu aliected by compelnion. T'lio rapid 
<i;-\ rinpmru: <,f * in-, section in the. near future seem* a certainty nn<l 
( ojjsi'.po oi need of hath ij facilities in the conduct of its'coin- 

:aer-( appal ct ( !. 

v * 1 hr i.-mg hl.iud ttautoiid i> the only land transportation lino 

li-UdiiMi'.' fi eight vi'hiii ihe d: tta t that would be served and affected 
bv ?i|> ui'pioviuneut of N,c-ei*-i:e«d Bay . but, owm" to the fact that 
:1 ’ <• "Mtieiir .if the bnv ha. been practically dead for some 

>< i:r. pa• i e.Necpt U i tla homihug of small quantities of oysters and 
it *.. oijuiuali niip >ssib!i* to arrive at any actual comparison 

h'iuccn ludroud :tud uulor tales 

1‘uiij. !>c*t i!i|oiii!« ( t i**n obtainable, however, it appears that 
i’iiili .‘iu* lilies In i • 1 'ivii Long Island City and Sheepsliead Bay 
u !l ptotr.ibiv iiceiayc betuecu po cents and' $1' per ton, the sumo- 
X 'V'l f 0, ' u! *J* " ''h proper Water facilities, be handled by boat 
• m noi.ut i.nc*h;iif of the nbo'v 


•all’s. 


i 1 }’*' piini ipul coju iuih !11 ics handled b'. the railroad-company are 
mm,-,,-. . Mind, cinder* ‘ejm.u. ir; . ferltlix r. hay, grain, etc. At the 
.'■‘•H-cp-.ltciid lhiV>iatioit (ho railioad company forwarded durim* the 
>caj I!»tn* about 1.1 no ions and received about 17.000 tons, of which 
one uem iron! i constituted about one-half. 

.Hw laih .ad terminal L situated adjacent to the- business center, 
*o ) i .-bout oue-fourtii of a mile north of the water terminals. 
s * n I s oo, eight \enrs prior to the < lot ruction of tho Point 

ded 
Tho.so 
»blo 

mil ,t • •<> **•*»*» fa\ orablo 

!n iK ,,15 ) irov< 'Oient including adequate terminals. Con- 
,.f' i> pi i teal posit cm of S.heepshead Bav, and the extent 

fcsvoid. ‘Ifoi‘ ,r . nr ° r . v trdmturv thereto, it seems reasonable to 

.« T : ' ! on pro red water facilities the commerce of 1S00 

so h \cry himrt period, bo. sitrpasse I. 
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/ iHJ-f.“SHEAD BAY , SEW YQiiX. ■'<> 

u * n - m«mh<r hm . cornicing of five power bouts, owned t;, 
mU sW--;.sR : .1 iv'.v imu Kockavav Kerry Compji i.v, operates 
i.^vcn. stRe-.-Rv. 1 Ibc, uml Plum Island. Kookawcv Point HocKa- 
pn. 1 Holhmd Imubmg, urn! Seaside. Tins Ret com• wt the 
\ ,'r.M • i,vUt.r sh . r »‘>-ttnl Buy, JtwkuV'Uij, and lUhc tfor..r % C'-C., 
Rem" a kn<;i< of R 2 f-ei. width of 12.-4 foot, depth of 4.1 f-** t. gross 
'ci -.T. of Id and m-t Ummige of 11 ton-; Ed word l\ (hbmm having 
o' ,p 2 fes i wM h of M.s fool, depth of 2.5 foot, and a gross 


■' ,d r.ei iot'.ni’''o of 14 tons, You Ate U/rf (leased), having a iongtn of 
5iu'i Pc?; width v / 12 foot, depth of 3.5 foot, gross tonnage of i), and 

net font) vie- of -S tom. . . . .. 

TUcm' boats nm on regular schedules adjusted to suit the season, 
»hc number of boats um-.I and trips made being increased or curtrukm 
v 111 / renditions warnin'. It is estimated that close to 12.>,000 pas- 
•o:is;cV are earned annually between Sheepshead Hay and points 
j KivJvK’A j.y Bench. ul ft round trip fare of 20 cents each. . 

j0 The ho!rodm-ut desired in order to meet the existing and 
v >J-* u .fiv { ‘ V -nii of the locality consists in the formation oi un ede- 
i : >m d, cor tine; eouueeimg ti.c outer harbor with Slicepshcnd Bay at its 

P ’ Purreiati.e with, the dedrod improvement of Sheepshead Buy 
‘ Twirl States is a project of much greater magnitude con- 

'w.mRcd bv me citv of IScw Yoik, via: The construction of n clrnin- 
. iUs r! f. miect the waters of Sheepshead and Gravesend buys; 
e.:J he mobfibi.* adoption ai d improvement of Jamaica Hay, as a 
i, • .,,jn,-s, }V;| the Xew York slate barge canal and an auxiliary port 

<'i ( J,( Rv of Yew M;rk. ... . . , , . , ' 

The pro nosed drainage canal had its inception with the board of 
i; id tli of tin- citv of New York ns a mirelv sanitary propet .being 
’ designed to take the place of Coney Island (reoknind Us tributaries, 
v hi. h on recount of having become choked with sewage from Xew 
York if arbor, have become u nuisance and a menace to the enure 
r-pv op fte. onnt of the nearby and popular bathing beaches. ■ 

).j r .,jq • (he plan contemplates a canal winch, m addition to its 
brj,Wv wiU also ultimately alTonl, m connection with 

b'Hcnthead Bay, one link in an inland waterway, or barge canal, 

1 connecting the waters of the Hudson Kivor and the state cana* 

I Vsh-‘-\ with those of Jamaica Hay. _ . . 

i The tuiviswm v ii constructing a urainairc cnnai of some desenp- 
j lion I>etween Grave-end wiui Sheepshead bays seems to bo rccog- 
m?,od bv the municipal authorities of the city of Xew York; av the 
j mu no time no definite, project appears to have been fmah\ ai.optci. 
Pending, first, tho adjustment of .the question of assessments w, h a 
view to acquiring oil v ownership of the. lands ncrc*snr> for u ngh of 
wav; and, second, the subsequent formulation of the necessar) plans 
including estimates for cost based on construction and the acquisition 

^ 12*Tn°mvTphVion, the further improvement of Sheepshead Bay 
siioui) R unde ‘taken by the United States, such improvement to con- 
! mm h: tho formation oi a channel G feet deep at mean low water and 
, Un f v ,. t wide from iR G-foot contour in the ocean to the corrc- 
I -ponding contour m tho hay, crossing tho bar about oUO feet cast of 
i cbo bulkliein 1 of the Manhattan Beach estates, aim, swinging to toe 
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com- 


mined, both front ]>om’. oi view of cost non. of too eoi,-: 
morCQ developed. g 

Certain improve mo m« * onuuupltitcd hy the city of New York, 
involving a connection between Sheepshetui and t »rave.send bays, 
would. if carried out., mid to the importance of the former. This 
work, however, is not essential to the success of the small improve* 

ment now proposed. . 

The distinct oilierr describes existing wharves and terminal facilities, 
atU'Ui'm.) ' re.-peetfuiiy invited to his remarks on tins subject, 
1 •'. compliance with, the provisions of >e«’iiou 1-i oi the act oi March «J, 
soon, rfu-. '.hard reports thi.t there are no questions of waterpower, 
or other suhjev?-. »«> related to the project proposed that they may oo 
rdimit: 1 th -rc-.s ,th to ies^n the cost and compensate the Gov- 
err. men*, fur oxpondituses made m the interest*! of navigation. 

For the iioard: 

Wit. T. Ros.ski.i., 

Colonel, Corps of Kntt'mrcn f, 
Senior Member of the Hoard. 

o r ■ 






FISHING AT SHEEPSKEAD BAY 


Sheepshead Bay is one of the oldest fishing 
r>6rts in the country catering to party boat 
fishing. Because of its accessibility each 
year thousands can patronize the sport fishing 
craft which, sailing from the Bay, follow the 
run of fish east along the hong Island Coast 
or directly south along the New Jersey shore. 
Some of the boats go as far as Atlantic City, 
seventy-five miles in one direction. 

In 1913 the government-maintained channel 
attracted steam yachts even larger than the 
Evelyn. Among them were the Shamrock , owned 
by Can t. Fred'Plage, the Indolent of Capt. Fred 
Hansen, the Reliable belonging to Capt. Tom 
powhowsky, the Habel owned by Capt. Archie 
Steinhaus and the Giralda owned by Capt. Dave 
Hartin. 

Again the Bay silted up, and the flimsy 
shacks and restaurants built on piles over 
the water on the south side of Emmons Avenue 
added nothing to the attractiveness of the 
Bay. _ \ 

A fisherman in 1934 would arrive 
at the Bay prepared to board his 
favorite craft for a trip out to 
the briny deep. He would thread * 
his way down crowded Emmons Avenue 
past row on row of crumbling shacks 
in search of his fishing boat's 
pier. He could barely see the tur¬ 
gid waters of the Bay for the 
buildings which lined its shore. 

At the pier, the chances are, he 
would not find his boat, and 
would be directed to some other 
pier where the water was not too 
shallow for the boat to tie up. (27) 

But when the improvement of the Bay had 
been completed in 1937 by New York City and 
the Y/PA, the story was somewhat different: 

Now across broadened Emmons Avenue 


(19) 





ho {the fisherman) can see the wa¬ 
ters of the Lay soarkling in the 
sunlight, a few pleasure craft 
bobbing at anchor beyond ohe neat 
rails that top the new and secure 
bulkheads, and walking down the 
Avenue he comes upon a row of ‘ocn 
new piers and at one of them he 
will find his favorite boat. It 
is sure to be at its own pier be¬ 
cause the Say has been dredged to 
a depth that will be adequate no 
matter how the tide stands. (28) 

The municipally owned piers are now leased 
to the owners of the fishing boats. Nine of 
the uiers were built for the fishing fleer, 
the tenth is the private dock of the Rock- 
aw ay Point Transportation Company which oper¬ 
ates the ferries to Rockaway and Breezy Points. 

The fishing season usually gets under way 
in the spring with the first run of cod, pol¬ 
lack, flounder and blackfish. As the season 
-nroaresses the summer months bring sea bass, 
porgies, mackerel, fluke and flounders, the 
mackerel usually being the most plentiful. 
During the fall and winter blackfish, cod and 
pollack are brought in. 

The wide choice of boats and the extended 
daily schedules are factors that have contribu¬ 
ted to the popularity of the Sheeushead fishing 
•fleet. There are small boats which accomodate 
I. v0 or three persons and large boats that can 
accomodate two hundred. Forty boats, thirty- 
five to one hundred and eighty feet in length 
comprise the fleet. 

all boats are equipped for the safety and 
convenience of the fisherman. Marine phones 
transmit messages from -one boat to another on 
the results of fishing on neighboring grounds, 
and the shiu-to-shore radio at Axel's keeps 
informed all interested persons on shore. 

During the war a Coast Guard cutter pa¬ 
trolled the mouth of the Bay to enforce the 
curb on fishing and gasoline, and tne ruling 
which required all persons out on the Bay 
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in any type of craft to carry Coast Guard iden¬ 
tification cards. Many of the fishing boats 
became a part of the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
fleeto Rowboats were the only boats available 
for pleasure boating, and on week-ends the 
shortage of rowboats was acute. 

There were many famous boats in the pre-war 
fishing fleet. The Sachem owned by Capt, Jake 
Martin was the largest of the boats. It was 
one hundred and eighty-five feet long and could 
accomodate more than two hundred passengers, 

The Angler whose captain was Capt, Fred. Plage 
could accomodate two hundred persons. It had 
once been the luxurious yacht of Henry Darling¬ 
ton, a Pittsburgh industrialist. The Sylph , 
Capt, Joe Nugent, was a one hundred and sixty- 
five foot boat which had once been the presi¬ 
dential yacht of Theodore Roosevelt and had al¬ 
so been used by F.D.Roosevelt when he was Sec¬ 
retary of the Navy, The Miramar , one hundred 
and fifteen feet long and owned by Capt. Scock, 
had once been owned by Mr. Armstrong of the 
Armstrong Linoleum firm. The Miramar could 
carry one hundred passengers. The Fidus of 
Capt. Philip Wright was a former submarine 
chaser. The G1 ory , the Elmer and the Giralda 
were other notable craft. (E'9 ) . 

Both boating and fishing have recovered from 
wartime restrictions. Men and boats are to¬ 
gether again. This from an editorial in the 
Bay News of July IV, 1948: 

Try your luck on one of Sheepshead 
Bay T s famous boats.^ Take your choice. 
Boats leave at 5 A.M. 7, 8, 10 and 
IE noon. For fares ranging from $3 to 
$5 you can enjoy deep-sea fishing a- 
board party boats from twenty-five to 
over one hundred feet long. Bait, 
tac3cle, soda, beer and some even offer 
fully eauiuped restaurant service, (30) 






a landing float for their use, from which con- 
norcial and party boat owners are barred; the 
extensive dredyiny ’\o.do if possible for larger 
bonus to use the ro.y; and the footbridge was 
raised at the Shore boulevard side to allow 
xaryer boats to reach the head of the Bay 


In .1915 the Coast Guard had been given con¬ 
trol of all moorings in the Bay, but' the law 
was not enforced until 1937 when overcrowding 
made it necessary, ho oring gear had been varied 
and was often stolen and boats were frequently 
damaged. Under the Coast vGuard rulings "enforced 
at that time "bridle" moorings supplied by the 
owners were to be used to cut dov/n the swing of 
<,iie boats; bouys were to be painted white and 
were to carry owners 1 permit numbers in numbers 
not less than-three inches high. 

Certain areas were allocated to certain types 
of boats. Beyond the footbridge from East 19th 
to East 16th Streets is the motor boat area for 
boats with headroom of less than eight feet. 

These are able to pass freely under the raised 
bridge on the Shore Boulevard side. From East 
27th Street to Coyle Street on the Emmons Avenue 
shore is a mooring for large motor boats. Large 
sailboats have an area on the Shore Boulevard 
side. (34) 

The Sheepshead Bay, the Varuna and the Yiramar 
are the large and active Bay Yacht Clubs. In 194C 
canoe sailing again became popular and from one 
hundred to two hundred sailing canoes tooh part 
in the races and regattas of the Association of 
Canoe Clubs of Sheepshead Bay, comprising the Nic 
Eac Canoe Club, the Sheepshead Bay"Yacht Club and 
the Yiramar Canoe Club. Boats of the Internation¬ 
al Snipe Class from the Sheepshead Bay and F'iramar 
Yacht Clubs race under the ausnices of the Jamaica 
Bay Yacht Racing Association. ^35) 
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water. The court ruled that is use as u res¬ 
taurant had been contrary to the terms of the 
orant. (40) 

Then the work was finished in 1907 a complete 
transfernation of the Bay had been effected. All 
docks and buildings had been removed from the 
south side of Emmons Avenue between Past 27th 
Street and the head of the Bay. Emmons Avenue 
had been widened from eighty to one hundred and 
twenty feet and the grade had been raised. A new 
timber "bulkhead had been constructed on the 
south side of Smmons Avenue then across the head 
of the Bay and along the northerly side of Shore 
Boulevard. A park area had been laid out along 
.Vest 2nd Avenue between Smmons Avenue and Shore 
Boulevard, two miles of promenade laid out, Ori¬ 
ental shade trees planted around the basin and 
benches placed along the Manhattan Beach side of 
the Bay. As a result of the dredging larger 
boats were able to use the Bay, since there was 
now nine feet of water at low tide and fourteen 
feet at high tide. The removed silt was used 
for backfilling and for the development of the 
Plumb Beach area. As an additional aid to the 
larger boats the footbridge at the Shore Boule¬ 
vard side was raised. And last but not least 
nine piers twenty feet wide and one hundred and 
seventy-five feet long were built for the fish¬ 
ing fleet and a tenth pier, a private dock, for 
the Rockaway Point Perry. The piers are con¬ 
crete on wooden piles arid are constructed at 
such an angle that they do not project too far 
into the Bay. 
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the "beginning it was ardent 
the routing of Parkway traffic 
# F.mmons Avenue would create a 
o-as bottleneck. Local oppesi- 
and competition for city and 
-al funds during the construe- 
iS ,of the thirty-three mile 
Parkway led us to postpone 
Sheepshead Bay link until in- 
Parkway traffic and ©on- 
;ior~on Emmons Avenue made the 
jrcmis© intolerable. (48) _ 


• She creation c£ the «oasoiidated Sribor- 
ough Authority made $3,000,000 available to, 
the construction of the missing section, the 
City acquired, title to the necessaryright of 
way and construction was started an the earth- 
0 rii emhan’-crnent eighteen feet hi and throe 
hundred feet wide. This roadway on® and nine- 
tent be a.lee long lying north of Smraona Avenue 
and traversing the residential section or ^n® 
lay was called the Chinese Wall. It forced e- 
viotion*’, destruction of homes and businesses 
and out off completely many through streets 
nreviou"*' leading down to Emmons avenue and 
the Bay n was claimed that underground wa¬ 
le? iLh it impossible to dip below the level 

of the i vfcervening str<eets and that * thtl? 3 
of bridge s would he impractical® Unsightly, 
inconvenient and destructive the Parkway ? 
pushed through as a military necessity in 
tiifo of war, was opened Way 30, 1941 at o.2S 
AM. and gave the Bay another push on its 
seemingly downward path. 

. 2fee highway passes under Knapp Street, 
over Hostrand, Bedford and Ocean Avenues ana 
Sheeuahead Bay Road, and under the Brighton 
Beach transit line, East 12th Street, Coney. 


(31) 
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Island Avenue and the overhead approach from 
Guider Avenue. Service roads were construc¬ 
ted- on "both sides of the Par A way and a foot- 
bridge was provided at Past 14th Street to 
serve cross streets which would otherwise be 
cut in two by the development. 
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MANHATTAN VUXCU LiOtEU, CONEY ISLAND, 


-•* ^ - m 


orn section of Com y Island 1 yin- between 
mil Sheopjhead Bay, known in oi>] times ?n 
»V* ft»d now A» " Manhattan Beach, 1 * is 

tiiy Marin* Railway, running from the 
iton—And built or, piles tho whole distance, 
"C ingrcM6 anil egress of tho waves, ana 
.*el poauiblo in all weather.!, 
n Beach Iiam Ascu^tont of over two miles, 
ti & Snu beach, and presvnting an un- 
rim of tho Ger.nv Thk section of the 
wo have already mentioned on page 195 ), 
wmuplendid improveme nt to the foresight 

of Austin Corbin, K«q., the welUnown 
' railroad magnate. The “31 HNu.vrTAy 
Kt V’ tho “ Ouikntai. Horn, ” (built in 
1 v ‘ c '* t0 tho especial uun| D of lamiiiwtf a« 
fUOf/ts), aro both unique a»<l hnpudng struts* 


teres—and, from the roar of the latter, the Nl V. and 
Manhattan Hutch R, Ji. connects, by means of its vari* 
OUH ramification* (vi/„: I., I. Rll, to Plnthiudi avenue ; 
to Grucnpoint and i,ong Island City, Brooklyn ; and to 
'l hirty-fourth street, and foot of Whitehall and Pino 
streets, New ^ ork City), with tho cities of New York aod 
Brooklyn. The Lxeundon and Picnic Pavilion, tho 
mammoth Bathing Pavilion, Mu»ic Stands, etc., which 
form tho nccoas.iry adjuncts of those two largo hotels, 
surrounded a.-. they arc with extensive walks, lawns and 
dower-beds, laid oat in the most exquisite style of tho 
landscape gardener's art, form—with tho ocean view, 
and the inland view, beyond Shoopshoad Bay-—a toui 
enxrmbt: oi most surpassing attractiveness. 

The railroad facilities for reaching Coney Island will 
be found fully described in our chapter on Railroad* 
arid Travel in Kintjx County, 
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32AHI.Y STOHY 


Ustanoe of the me- 
• ?? 11 1 < and almost directly south 

ox it, lles-a long low suit at cn 

frli ;t ite T S ? nd * which*is^separated 
It ia^ a narrow creek. 

It is beyond tne- portals of the Tin- 

pel'* Bay, and the water that breaks 
in e Mine f urf along its aho« i? 
the pungent and undiluted brine of 
the Atlantic. Its ripules are ho 
mogenous with those that oi^ k 
-the fierce heat of Africa! and ?he 
vast basxn reaching outward has no 

CL%LT1I, th ^ a h t e t a £ rl era r 

to the TaTtefn e^dlhe 8 &T 
reach is called Coney Island.^(53) 

OonS e islard rn hffv° f the island - *«own aa 

tha I840^a *A h ?S eC °?! a seas ide resort 

5f/ oiu s * A few scatt.PT-^ = _. 7 * 
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tha 18 i 0 -s. 'a “ew Ica?tk | easide «so*t 
Villons and bath housts t hld d bof stam ’ a ? t3 « r 
communication with the cV+5 £ er ®ete4. 

dished by a line of ty had been 9sta t>- 

.“kb s&HsSI 1 "*- 
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feet and the air was pure and *°. ” ound th ® 
But an objectionable ej ass of 

SIS. 0 

kath houses gave if"a panties used as 

*•* * ,nSig"“,Sf h «“»«■ 


loan Beach untU 18vt) 

les as T £ e Sedges andfinallycalled’feo 
Beach, preserved its beauty aSd i^ 


(36) 



s? 


isolation until the 1870*3. 

1 it ! 3 soil is alluvial, except a 
email tract of tertiary, and the 
creek that separates it from the 
mainland winds through a marsh of 
vivid green, in which numerous 
wild birds are found. Almost in 
the memory of living man grass 
was abundant on a part of the 
beach now invisible under the 
oscillations of the sea, and the 
growth of cedars afforded the in¬ 
habitants of the mainland a suf- 

.floiency of fuel for their winter 

fires.. The Indians disappeared 
and the wind and sea leveled its 
high conformation and swept away 
the cedars and grape vines. It 
was low, white and desolate. 
Occasionally a vessel went ashore 
on the reach and the inhabitants 
01 the mainland flocked over with 
succor, A few clarnmers and oyster* 
men lived in huts along the creek, 
and now and then a sportsman came 
in winter after game*. (55) 


In IB.-. Sedge Bar was acquired by I'x, Austin 
hqx'oin a hew York banker from DeWitt C. Little* 
jolm, an upstate influential democratic leader* 
Tho deal was made through William K. Stillwell 
the tovm of Graves end. The price 9 
was considered exorbitant at the 
time. It was Yr. Corbin T s plan to create a 
luxurious resort with a select clientele. 

")lnce he and his company were the sole propri- 
1 -ore_ oi tho land they were able to control 
1 character of its visitors, (,5c ) 
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Manhattan Beach Hotel was opened In 1877 
Oriental Hotel three hundred yards to 
tne sast of it was opened in 1880. Convenient 
ouiolc and agreeable transportation was as es¬ 
sential to the new resort as were & superb 
ouaisine or a luxurious ho .el. 
assoolates therefore constructed >.ne i.evi York 
Manhattan Beach Railroad which brought the 
,ithin an hour of uptown Hew Yorfc. \.S>U 
at that time meant the vicinity or 



Ulysses S. Grant, whose second term as Presi 
it had just concluded, was invited tu deliver 
•cne* opening address at Manhattan ^each on the 
Fourth of July 1877. The distinguished visitor 
a mile of "beach fireworks drew tremendous 
(58} 


landing on the "beach the visitor 
found a splendid hotel with spa¬ 
cious piazzas, magnificent halls, 
luxurious apartments and a restau¬ 
rant in which cuisine and service 
were of the highest excellence, he 
found unique "bathing houses ana a 
superb "beach, uninvaded^ by trouble¬ 
some side-shows and huckster's 
stands * After a bathe and a dinner 
he resigned himself to a bliss_ as 
complete as a mortal may expect to 
attain. A wondrously beautiful 
li^ht fell on the ocean, and the 
distant heights of the Heversink 
became a purple tinged with goldc 
The ships seemed still and spec¬ 
tral; the night came up in a heavy 
blue, and there was solace m the 
rhythmic beat of the waves, in 
front of the balcony on whitfh he 
rested a fine band played, and the 
music was indescribably softened by 
the contiguity of the water* 
crowd of promenaders surgeo. through 
the halls and piazzas. There were 
animation, variety, brilliancy and 


(38) 





at the same time the communicative 
repose and exhilaration of the sea* 

There were other times in the day 
when the water twinkled with myriad 
'diamond points of reflected sun- 
shine s and the East was belted with 
a delicate violet haze; -when the 
lower Bay was dotted with the white 
sails of yachts, and the foliage of 
the Highlands was visible in a dark 
* .blue-green, and when the beach was 
crowded with ladies, children ana 
. nurses. Again there were the 

morning hours, soft, hazy cool; and 
the moonlight nights, luminous, 
tranquil, silent. In every mood 
and phase Manhattan Beach was charm¬ 
ing i~ the selectness designed for it 
by its projectors was maintained, 
and no element of permanent success 
was lacking. (59) 

There were two large restaurants in the 
main building of the 1'anhattan Beach Hotel, din¬ 
ing accomodations on the wide piazzas, and many 
private dining rooms* The kitchen in the main 
building could provide for ten thousand persons 
a day. There were several hundred bedrooms. 

The pavilion for excursionists could seat 
fifteen hundred people and serve meals to five 
thousand persons a day. Fresh water was ob¬ 
tained from a well on the mainland and was al¬ 
most chemically pure. 

The bathing house was five hundred and twenty 
feet long and had sixteen hundred and f5fty dress 
‘In# rooms for gentlemen and six hundred for la¬ 
dies, The gentlemen 7 s pavilion as a three story 
structure eighty-four by one hundred and thirty 
feet; the ladies 1 pavilion was the same height 
and measured eighty-four by forty-five feet. Be¬ 
tween the two was a huge amphitheatre seating 
two thousand persons. Concerts were given in the 
amphitheatre daily. There were hot and cold sea¬ 
water baths in the buildings, though "twenty min¬ 
utes or half an hour in the surf at Manhattan 
Beach is better than a dozen doses of the most -po 
tent elixir of life ever concocted. !J (60) 



A BAY AT MA.KHAT 


••Swept by Ocean Breezes” 
drew thousands of people to _ . 


.ge sums 


* 0 ? money were spent .on the dredging 
u± lilUAiwjr . ,*. v ~ Ol 


ions 

dunes 


into 


that converted the v/ildomeso of 
, nSfl 4rqhes that had been Sedge Bar 

,, ks.^F .■SrSSS'tj. 

entire length of the resort and a narrow gauge 
marine railway th |a„°2 n 2-®'‘oriental’^Kotelff and 

Beach, "/anhattan Beach and Orxenta- ^ 

had its eastern ^minus au a - old-fashioned 
ing pavilion at PoixuJ r ®®? 'here sail and row 
clam roasts were *»e.vecL a* * - QV )iet waters 
‘boats oculd he hired to u 9 o on ^® o g£ el and 

of the Bay or outs ^® ^attractions at ?t.Breeze, 
blue-fishing were other attractions 

Racing, food and firework, summed up this era 
ohie^oorversation^urins S evening was "who 

&&VZSS1 TiLoSd'ltn Sy‘ald their 
i,:Lxxj.&n ^- c , \r-,.vr,tf r ,n Beach oe- 

^,* i » y\a * e-nant the summers a«, -annar 

SS HI 5StfS& inf “J“£ ,T 4 h \ 

dinners -ushed to Manhattan .oeach, xrrst . 0 , 

;vln-e in the ocean and then ro the 
Moai fil^ of the hotel to enjoy;a two-inch 
porterhouse done to a to “cording'*® the taste . 
^nin°lTK wltYluck at the track.- C6B) 


Food and fancy are charmingly mixed in a de- 
.on of a "breakfast menu: 

The table is spread with snowy linen 
and sparkles with crystal ware. The 
garetf is civil and intelligent, what 
IhaH we order? Some grapes or peaches 
to begin with, certainly; ^en some hail 
ill clams with a bottle of c.^di-s. 


Sir 

then a 


n a filet de sole, sauce ^arware, or 

you not like smelts, breaded, with 

toast and a cup of fragrant Mocha. 


(40) 



Th© fish cool' of the Manhattan Beach. 
Hotel develops unsuspected delicacy 
of flavor in his dishes; and while 
you are discussing the filet de sole 
or the treaded smelts, an ever-chang¬ 
ing animated throng of prcmenaders 
enlivens the teach, and the hundreds 
of bathers in the water divert you 
and seem to become rhythmic in their 
' motions responsively to the strains 
of the band. Looking beyond the 
surf an unbroken fleet of vessels 
are coming and going by the great 
ship-channel, perhaps two or three 
of the leviathans of modern steam¬ 
ship lines, and you become emulous 
of the power of the marine painter 
to transfer some of this beauty to 
canvas, (63) 

In addition to the food, drink and sea air 
were other attractions. The captive balloon, 
for instance, in which "visitors could ascend 
in the care of an experienced aeronaut to a 
height which gave them an idea of life in the 
clouds, and at the same time disclosed a wide 
and beautiful reach of sea and land”. (64) 

Jfusic was provided by famous bands and 
bandmasters. First the great Patrick Gilmore; 
and in later years Shannons Band opened the 
season June 15th, then Sousa’s Marine Band ar~ 
rived July 7th and remained until the season 
closed. The concerts were given in the circu¬ 
lar ‘building which, instead of windows, had 
hug© curtains whose flapping often punctuated 
the music„ (65) 

The brick structure nearest the ocean was 
the stage of the theatre where comic opera was 
pi*esented and where famous stars appeared — 
BeWolf Hopper, Frank Daniels, Bella"Fox, Edna 
Wallace* The playhouse led directly to the 
spacious porch of the hotel. 


Evenings at Manhattan Beach were glorious 
with fireworks staged by Henry J, Pain of Lon¬ 
don* Held in an amphitheatre that provided both 
a land and water setting for the show, miracles 
in the way of effects were achieved. (66) 
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T^ndred of performers were employed—ac rob a us , 
and supernumeraries who provided tne 


2 ft ilifl t* A iu --—- - , , . . 

•^r.ies for the reproduction of historic battles. 




of 


m 


ila n a Snarlsh fleet was 


he ’’Fall w* - - . ^ ,, 

^«-jp nightly. Representations 01 cattles in tne 

ass o ~ Jap an e s e war were given from time to time. 
#c*8ms, battles, scenic wonders and disasters 
1 laminated the s:cy for miles around. The i903 
x»aeon began with a new spectacle, the las, 
ir& 0 t* pompeii”. For this there was a large 
*.ll@t~elaborately costumed, light and fire ef~ 
athletic contests and other features to 
the picture of the destruction of the 


is 


20 - ‘-■‘-3 ? 

ment 




o„ 

!i ;7 by Vesuvius. (67} The program'was always 
-ought to a close with set pieces of rare in- 
acuity, and ended by showing the face of the 
lyuiar hero of the day—Admiral Dewey, Thee- 

£,7 _ __ 

rilliant color. (66) 


Roosevelt and others—outlined in fire of 


Vo^e exclusive and more expensive than the 
anhattan Beach Hotel was the Oriental Hotel, 
-jg accomodations were superlatively luocuri- 
and set apart as is was from the others, 
i; had the advantage of affording a haven for 
who wished seclusion and exclusiveness * 


The Manhattan Beach and Oriental Hotels 
yr^e monuments to the lavish spending of the 
-olitical and sporting element of the day, 

-A 1 nr< frequently made possible by the huge 
Jims won at the nearby race tracks. Here the 
-.-arid of fashion mingled with bookmakers, 
-*aned show folk and newly made millionaires. 


Modernization of the hotels and_beautifica- 
^,j.on of the grounds kept apace; but the h.iels 
*-which had reached their heyday in the 1890^s 
- r ere operating at tremendous losses after that. 

, :u’:h the advent- of the automobile people could 
-rislt the beach and return home the same day. 

ban on betting and the closing of the tracks 
fuelled their doom. The Manhattan Beach Hotel 
vas torn down in 1911 and the Oriental Hotel, 
trlth all its political and social associations, 
v;&s demolished in 1916. (69) 




HOTELS x i'o. 0 HOKES 


1904 Joseph P. Lay formed a syndicate 
which acquired a large amount of -orooertv at 
iattan Beach including the Manhattan Beach 
Oriental not els. The Manhattan Beach Ko- 
. . . w * 3 d ? wn in 151 ^ and the land divided 

“J ;?. lozs for one two-family home 
Mai l°nal land was made on the ocean front by 
building a huge retaining wall which Hitied cu 


tne Atlantic Ocean nearly a thousand feet. 
^re&„ aredges poured in sand at the rate c- e 
.thousand^ v/agon loads an hour. (70) The Orien- 
Hot'Cij. was demolished in 1916 and its c ite 
adjoining property laid out in building lots. 

♦ was t ncor P or ated as the L'anhat- 

-^s^ates unaer the management of Jo- 

*I n 1916 there were on the Estates 
on* Hundred and fourteen residences. The ■Drew- 
erty was developed with sewers, sidewalks/ curbs 
gutters, water, gas, electricity and macadam 

* -i^ore than $1,500,000 was invested in ;re 
ph|s. ; .ch i .„ improvements, one improvement being 
bullo../ng of a sea wall along the ocean front a 
Manhattan Beach about eight feet above hi zh wa 

On top of the wall a concrete Esolanade 
was constructed, (71) 

in Augus u j.92o the real estate boom which h 
struck other Long Island shore beaches reached 
Manilat uan Beach. The Blackstone Hotel on the 
corner of Oriental Boulevard and V/est End Avem 
considered one of the finest hotels.on the beac 
was sold for 01,000,000. Six months befc-e tk< 

no takers ° een oftered for sale at 3600,000 V /il 


the 


er 


In the 1930 ‘ s Manhattan Beach was a 
playground for millions in Hew York* 


summer 


Bun-tanned bathers lolled on the 
sandy beaches; hopeful anglers dan- 
glea their lines from the sea walls. 
lh& surrounding streets and walks 
were teeming with happy throngs 
strolling about seeking relief 
from the summer heat. There were 


(43) 






outdoor cowling *o-- - ’ 

manses and amusements o, an - “ • 

There were parking .ats, rc-.eoh 
fceat stands, cocktail lounfes ar^ 
restaurants, xhe^nume ,V 

nation entertainer vnous^n, m^n 

ly in a huge shexl. w* / 


rti +Me was in addition to the hath houses, 
^atW ,g boLh and extensive gungalcw colony. 

in 1939 eighty-eight new gliding P™*® 0 * 8 

"«* up f“ v Vh S dintst.ere erected dnr.ng the 

flraflif^onth; alone at a cost of 39,000,000. 
(73) 

, v ^ •*• •> i 3 ^ oat e indication g! 

sisssiesf 

w ( , heme community was sox a *Josepn - . 

Tiio V^ro corporation which was to develop 
thtt eastern end of the peninsula. 
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Our part in the war e^eciij"t? 
civilian development ox ^n.a.uan 







In February 1942 the United States Coast 
Guard ■dux chased fifty acres and in the following 
April an additional sixty-eight acres of proper¬ 
ty on the At 1 ant 1 c 0e ean side of V .anhat tan ^eacn 
from Joseph ?. Fay for $£,000,000. 


During the Station's first^year 
Coast Guardsmen were turned cut to 
the ac conn any ing racket of sav/ing 
and hammering. The baseball dia¬ 
mond and tennis courts became pa¬ 
rade grounds. Bath houses v/ere 
torn down ar.d barracks, warehouses, 
an armory, sail-loftgarages, 
fire-station etc. replaced them. 
Boats and other types of equip¬ 
ment poured in. 


In October 1942 the Station was considered 
finished. During its most active period the 
Station trained seven thousand men at one time 
and turned out a total of sixty-five thousana*- 
Hsore than one-third of the entire personnel of 
the Coast Guard. In 1944 a receiving unit was 
established at Manhattan Beach and until it v;as 
transferred in October 1945 had an average popu¬ 
lation of about one thousand Coast Guardsmen. 
ihb unit was a funnel through which men passed 
when being transferred from one foreign or do¬ 
mestic station to another. The Manhattan -each 
Coa&t Guard Station closed down on December 2„ 
1945 and was abandoned in 1946. (?4) 


In March 1946 the Veteran's Housing Project 
was formally opened at Manhattan Beach, using 
the reconverted barracks and bungalows' of the 
Coast Guardsmen for homes for veterans and their 
families. 


i’ho United States Maritime Training Station 
was formally opened on December 12, 1942, but 
the first section of trainees had arrived on 
the preceding September 1st. This Station was 
at the Oriental Beach end of the peninsula, 
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here the transformation from playground to 
training Station was made in the record time Ox 
one hundred and sixty-five days^at a total cost 
of $8,500>000, The Sheepshead ray station was 
the largest merchant marine training station in 
the world. Sprawling over seventy-six acres of 
Oriental Beach the gigantic station contains- 
barracks, a marnnoth auditorium ano. gymnasium, an 
administration center, canteen, hospital ana 
dental clinics, carpenter shops, the largest en¬ 
closed swimming pools in the world, mess halls, 
machine shoos, classrooms, parade grounds ana 
five piers / Most of the dee* training was held 
aboard the SS Sheepshoad £ ay, imbedaed in con¬ 
crete in the sand just a few hundred leet from 
the water. The "ship" is a reproduction oi a 
complete dec* of a typical freighter. Between 
December 1942 and V-J Bay the Station turned out 
one hundred and fifteen thousand seamen, all vol¬ 
unteers. The Station is still maintained ,o 
give refresher and up-grading courses to un¬ 
licensed personnel. (75) 


There is no longer a beach on Manhattan Beach# 
The Coast Guard Station swallowed up the famous 
Beach on the Atlantic Ocean side except for one 
email stretch now within the limits_of the present 
Veterans*- Housing Project. The maritime ^raining 
Station built its piers at the end cf Oriental 
Point, previously a fine bathing beach. 


The Federal Government and New York State are 
row contending for approximately eighty acres of 
land made by the Manhattan Beach Estates in the 
course of large scale pumping operations to en¬ 
large its beach. The disputed land is part of 
the large tract sold to the Government in 1942 
for the Maritime Training Base. In 1944 it was 
discovered that the land properly belonged to the 
State, but New York State did not press its claim 
until 1946 when the training program^was prac¬ 
tically ended. Commissioner Robert Moses hopes 
to secure the land for improvement and use as a 
State Beach Par*. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


This * the twentieth Branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library, was opened at Sheepshend Bay 
on June 22, 1903, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle of 
that date noted the event in as few words- (76) 

lir. Geo.ge 0. Tappen, then Principal of P.S. 

98 which had opened five year-s-pr-evlou-sly,--was - 
the instigator of the petition which, signed 
by the residents, led to the opening of the 
Bran; 1 h in rented quarters at 1657 Shore Road, 
now called Sheepshead Bay Road. 

I have not been able to find comtemporary 
accounts of the agitation which led to the o- 
rening of the Branch in this neighborhood. In 
’this case as in the story of Sheepshead Bay it- 
I have not ventured to use personal remini- 
acaru ; 'ti'and. consider then historically accurate. 
Th3 earliest Branch report extant is that written 
by hiss Adams in 3924. The only printed account 
of iho history of the Branch is the account pre- 
rarer! by hr, Feipel on the occasion of the thir¬ 
tieth anniversary of the Branch, June 22, 1933. 
Variations of hr. Feipel 1 s account appeared in 
the 0. noy I sianG Times and in the Brooklyn Daily 
Edgier and”in the B ui]etin of the Brooklyn Public 
ITflrcbiy, July 19312TI hr. FeiVel 1 ~s""story was 
Fa sea’ on community reports submitted by the 
Brunch Librarians and then on file at the Library 
Administration. Those reports have since been 
destroyed.- Excerpts from Branch Reports printed 
in the Annual Reports of the Chief Librarian 
griva some clue as to the progress of the Branch 
but none as to its historical background. 
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THE LIBRARY A2Q TEE COI-ttUHITY 


The original English settlers intermarried 
with the Dutch and with themselves. Both Dutch 
and English strains were lost in Sheepahead Bay 
when the Irish arrived in hordes in the middle 
of the 19th Century. Attracted doubtless by 
the fishing, the seaside life and inexpensive 
living conditions they persisted, and now num¬ 
ber Shecpshead T s eldest families. Some English 
families came over -in -coimec-ti-en-w-i-th- the- R-ae-e 
Track and some few others have followed since. 
Their connection with racing is ancient and 
explainable..The latest comers may have been 
attracted by Sheepshead’s resemblance to an 
English seaside town. In the 192Q*s Hew York's 
famous shifting population of Russian and Po¬ 
lish lews migrated in numbers to Brighton 
Beach, then started eastward in its encroach¬ 
ment of Manhattan Beach. 7/e have in addition 
many Italians and an increasingly large negro 
community. 

In 1903 Sheepshead Bay was' a lively resort 
tovrn for six months of the year with summer 
boarders demanding light summer reading. The 
other six months tho library languished. The 
sparse resident population hammered by great 
distances and by poor roads in^bad weather' 
did not patronize it to any extent. The rec¬ 
ord of the first six months of 1903 would 
seem to indicate a future for the new Branch— 
853 registered borrowers and 10,120 bools cir¬ 
culated, (77) But the promise of these-first 
months was not immediately fulfilled. Miss 
Johnston in her report of 1905 wrote,: 

There is a well-rounded collection 
of more than 5,000 boolcs. Constant 
addition of lighter fiction must be 
made if the moderate success of the 
Branch is to continue, for most of 
the non-fiction is but very little 
used. There is already in the dis¬ 
trict a good school library, for the 
children and a Tabard Inn for their 
elders. (78) 
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The Tabard Inn—-a pay circulating library 
on a revolving stand in a corner of the drug • 
store—apparently offered serious competition. 
Between 1904 and 1910 the Branch showed little 
progress 5 as far as circulation was concerned, 
and in 1908 had been reduced.to the status of 
a ”station” and its hours of opening reduced 
from 2-9 daily to 2-9 oil Monday, Thursday and 
Saturday. -- ------•_ ... 

In 1910 a deposit station was opened in the 
Kings Highway section and in 1911 Coney Island 
received the same service. Previous to that 
time neither section had had any library ser- 
, vice nearer than the Sheepshead Bay Branch, 
and the opening of stations in those very near 
neighborhoods might have been expected to have 
an adverse effect on Sheepshead 1 s, circulation. 
Iiov/ever with the passage of the anti-gambling 
law in 1910 and the closing of the Race Track 
the character of the Sheepshead Bay community 
changed altogether. Host of the people con¬ 
nected with the Race Track left but summer 
boarders continued to come, more and more 
1 small homes were built, and as the year-round 
population increased so did the use of the 
Library increase. In 1910 some 12,000 books 
were circulated, in 1911 more than 22,000 and 
in 1915 almost 35,000. (79) In 1916 the 
Branch moved to larger quarters at 1667 Sheeps- 
head Bay Road. The quarters were larger—two 
stores instead of one—but the noise, confusion 
and dirt in tne Library and on the street out¬ 
side was indescribable. 

By this time summer boarding houses had be¬ 
come year-round boarding houses, summer bun¬ 
galow courts had become all-year residences. 

The Manhattan Beach Estates built hundreds of 
one and two-family houses and apartment houses 
and row unon row of semi-detached brick houses 
were built in Brighton Beach. The great build¬ 
ing program in Sheepshead Bay prooer in the 
1920*8, taking advantage of the space north 
and east of the Branch, brought more and more 
people to the Library. In 1925 the Branch 
moved tc its present location at 1802 Jerome 
•Avenue. Until the Gerritsen Beach Station 
was opened Sheepshead Bay Library served that 
community; and summer people from the cottage ■ 
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colonies at Rockaway Point and .breezy 

used their summer privilege cards year aiuer ' 

year. 


library staff always small m number 
always the same small number had no time 
to go • out to the community. Therefore our 
community has come to the library. The peax 
year for the Branch was 1932 when 144,900 
books were oiroulated. The downward trend 
m the next year and implemented by war 
war activities was halted in 1944, and the 
■worring upward swing-would seem to indicate 
satisfactory use of the Library in the years 
to come. 


In 1904 Mr. Cowing, first librarian-in- 
charge of the new Branch wrote: 

Our quarters are attractive but 
inadequate for growth, and the 
necessity of having the 'Juvenile 
collection at one end of the gen¬ 
eral reading room results in con¬ 
gestion in that part of the room 
at' certain times and more or less . 
noise and confusion at all times. 
(80) 


J/r. Cowing* s report is a perfectly ade¬ 
quate description of the Branch today, more 
than forty-four years after it was written. 
The size of the Branch has not kept apace 
with the expanding collection and the. expan¬ 
ding use of the Library. The completion of 
the Sheeoshead Bay Houses and the Ho strand 
Houses, both City Housing Authority Projects 
in Sheepshead Eay, will bring added readers 
and added problems. 




SPECIAL INTERESTS OF TEE COBTJHITY 


Library today more than ever reflects 
diversity of interests and occupations of 
its users. The steady flow of new and inter¬ 
esting books has acted as a transfusion, bring- 
j.ng new life and almost complete recovery from 
the starvation years 1941-1946. Adequate funds 
for the first time permit us to cater to our 
patrons, to buy what is most-needed and most- 
ealled-ior and going beyond that to provide 
expensive technical books, fine reference books' 
ana^more and more books on more and more sub- 


With the appointment of a Children's Librar¬ 
ian in September 1941 ^iss Adams was for the 
first time relieved of the onerous duties of 
Childrens Librarian in addition to her own du- 
4 0 !L a ! librarian of a' busy and under- . 

staffed Branch. The Sheepshead Bay Branch 
serves the children of nine public grammar 
schools and St.Mark's parochial school. The 
mis-use of the Library as an extension of the 

a p J ace f0T &oing homework 
makes uhe Branch a place of unbearable noise 
and confusion between 3:30 and 5*50P Y 
each day that school is in session. The cir¬ 
culation of Juvenile books 
in 1940, to 37,596 in 1945 
Since June 1948 the Branch 


without 


the 


rose from 50,503 
to 46,764 in 1947. 
has again been 


services of a Children's Librarian. 


T . students of James Itadison and Abraham 
High Schoois are served by a separate 
High School Section, created by the rearran^e- 
rneno of shelves across one end of the Children'<= 
room to sake a separate alcove. ’In addition 
to meeting idle needs of the students by gather¬ 
ing together the books on their reading lists 
and providing books for their reading pleasure 
it serves the added purpose of leaving^the a- ' 
dult siae more or less free for adults. 

l h ? students of Brooklyn College ore well 
served by our fine social science and history 
collections. The completion of the Brooklyn 
College Campus in Flatbush in 1939 necessitated 
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Additions to the Branch collection to meet the 
exacting remands of the students. 

■ Other specif couec.ions andjhe^e^ece^ 

garily small, inaiCu.te oi £ 0od and 

our adult borrowers. Q /e now have 
comprehensive collection • and many older 

heating and seamanship, -11 g® al f^mdish and 
.hooks on saxtwater f ‘ ine ( s0 we are 

Italian collections; a very rine,kso 
told) collection of hooks on Sduce-tioa to 

fluently commented upon hy more-than-satis- 
fled borrowers. 

Larger and clearer signs over the stacks 
indicate general subjects; 
tlr.nl, Sj.«•.. “r-““S“ 0 sra.i;S 

and S typed" 1 outlines “^^thS'l^oks 10 #™ 8 ’ 

»jsa s 

rowers are now able the minimum 

the minimum amount of effort ana 

number of questions, 

wn Yiss I'au&e B, Adams, Branch Librarian at 

s*kn ssrsrs.sia a* *• 

highly appreciated collection of boo^s. 

The tremendous jump in 
collection, increasing registration and 
ing circulation warrant larger quarters fo 
the Sheepahead Bay Branch. 
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.Librarian 
in-charge 


Stock 


eg.Sor- 

rov/ers 


ircu- 
1ation 


1903 Herbert Cowing 

1904 Asa Dickinson 

2,563 

1905 Hath.Johnston 

5,145 

1906 

1907 Flora DeG-ogorsa 

1908 Kellie Fat out 
1903 Sarah VanDoren 


1910 

19X1 

ill! Fanny Coit 

1914 

6,371 

1915 

1916 

1917 Alice Meigs 

1918 

1913 

6,977 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 Maude Adams 

8,033 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1328 

1929 

7,796 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

9,125 

1935 

10,397 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


1940- 41 

1941- 42 

1942- 43 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

12,604 

1945-46 

12,e?9 

1946-47 

16,065 

1947-48Ruth lines 

16,882 


853 10,128 

19,972 
19,974 
18,397 
16,181 

■ 19,243 
19,860 

578' 12,565 

■ 22,778 
23,913 
24,174 

26.751 
1,963 34,880 

- 35,590 
• 35,690 
32,723 
, 45,439 

3,694 63,576 

67,188 
57,980 
68,488 
73,439 
5,345 70,726 

83,932 
94,072 
98,749 

97.751 
7,301 105,117 

124,642 
144,900 
133,581 
124,999 
10,487 114,426 

,110,696 
109,898 
125,183 
132,717 
12,629 124,769 

118,733 
89,191 
79,225 
81,531 
15,360 79,349 

15,575 82,686 

15,593 99,877 
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CIA IKS BB CHRISTENED SHEEPSHEAD BAY - 

One of the founders, if not. the founder, 
of Sheepshead Bay, is now visiting the 
place* He is Benjamin Freeman, 86 years 
of’ 'age, and came all the way from Saratoga, 
where he has lived for some years past, 
to visit Mrs. Ruth Lundy, who died a few 
days since* 'Fifty years ago Mr. Freeman 

hullt the first hotel, or inn, of the. 

place. It is now occupied as a dwelling 
by Martin Purcell. Mr. Freeman claims 
that he gave Sheepshead Bay its name, 
in the following manner: when his hotel was 
built, the question of a name came up 
for consideration* Because of the fact 
that sheepsheads* were very plentiful in 
the bay, he decided to name his hotel 
Sheepshead hotel, from which the bay 
took its name, and afterward the place* 

There are many old people in the town 
who say they remember their fathers 

telling the s ame story. ... -_ 

Fro m : Brookfyn^agle Aug.14,1894 
^^Sheepaheads are fish, (Ency. &mer.j 


Information from Long Island Historical 
Society: Map of 1849 shows name 
Sheepshead Bay. 




